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TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT ALL THE FINALIST BOOKS,
VISIT WWW.NZBOOKAWARDS.NZ

#NZCYA #BOOKSALIVE 

HAVE FUN – AND LEARN –  
WITH OUR FINALISTS!

Kia ora tamariki mā! The finalists in the 2024 New Zealand Book Awards for 
Children and Young Adults have been revealed. These are the very best books 

published for young readers this past year — selected by our amazing judges — 
and we know you’re going to love them.

This booklet is packed with fun activities to help you discover more about some 
of the finalist books, and to learn some cool, new things along the way!
We’ve left the page opposite open for you to use however you like. Collect 

autographs if you are at our NZCYA Books Alive events, or meet your favourite 
authors in your school. Use the space to record the titles of the finalist books 

you have read, and maybe even write short reviews about them here. 
Find out what is happening at your local library over  

the school holidays, and have fun reading! 
Ngā mihi mahana to the team from the National Library of New Zealand  

Services to Schools, who created the fantastic activities  
in this booklet. Enjoy them!

KIA ORA TO ALL OUR SPONSORS

Use the space above for autographs, a reading log, your own book 
reviews, or to complete the activities that follow

#NZCYA 2024



PICTURE BOOK 
AWARD

LUCY AND 
THE DARK 
FEATURES A 
CUTE MONSTER 
PERSONIFYING 

DARKNESS.

HATCH AND MATCH

Make your own model. 

DECORATE YOUR OWN  
MATCHING CHICKEN AND EGG, 
AND DESIGN A PATTERN LIKE 
THOSE IN HATCH AND MATCH.

Try a simple cardboard shape on a stick, or  
raid your recycling bin for materials. 

You could try stitching two pieces of fabric together,  
filling with stuffing and adding features. 
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design a pattern on 
this chicken 
and egg

colour in  this chicken and egg

 Illustrations ©
 ruth paul
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KIWI BACH NOSTALGIA, AN 
IRREPRESSIBLE PIG,  
COLOURFUL HENS,  

NIGHTTIME ADVENTURE,  AND FINDING YOUR PLACE



JUNIOR FICTION
WRIGHT FAMILY FOUNDATION 

ESTHER GLEN AWARD
PENGUIN PALS, PERFECTLY 

IMPERFECT, TRUTH AND LIES, 
COSMIC CAPERS, AND THE 

MAGIC OF WORDS

TAKE ME TO YOUR 
LEADER HAS A 
LOT OF FUN WITH 
PRETEND ALIENS.

THE GRIMMELINGS

1. Grimmelings a. the howling of wind
2. Susurration b. moody; grumpy
3. Glamourie c. summer solstice; the longest day of the year
4. Glumfie d. the first and last glimmers of light in the day
5. Swither e. handsome
6. Midsummer f. wind blowing in sudden gusts
7. Roke g. to be uncertain as to which course of action to choose
8. Braw h. an enchantment
9. Gurling i. thick mist that rises from damp ground like smoke
10. Huffling j. whispering or rustling

MATCH THESE SPECIAL WORDS FROM THE GRIMMELINGS 
WITH THEIR MEANINGS 

Use recycled materials to 
make a convincing UFO. 

Are there any tricks you  
can use to make it look real 
in a photo? Try different 
camera angles and lighting.

answers: 1/d, 2/j, 3/h, 4/b, 5/g, 6/c, 7/i, 8/e, 9/a, 10/f

 Illustration © max thompson



YOUNG ADULT 
FICTION AWARD

BOY ON THE BRINK,  UNDER THE COVERS, CONVICTS AND COLONIALS, DEATH-WALKERS,  AND SOCIAL MISFITS

NEW 
DAWNING 
FEATURES 
SAILING 
BOATS.

IN CATCH 
A FALLING 
STAR JAMIE 
IS WRITING A 
MUSICAL. 

is there a story 

you would  

like to turn into  

a musical? Can  

you write a song 

for it?

If you had to escape 
across the sea, what 
kind of boat would 
you build? 

Design a boat as 
simple or complicated 
as you like and sketch 
it out. What are the 
design features that 
will help it sail?



IN LOPINI THE 
LEGEND, LOPINI 
LEARNS ABOUT 
MANAAKITANGA 
BY CREATING 
GOALS THAT 
HELP HIM HAVE 
A POSITIVE 
IMPACT ON HIS 
COMMUNITY. 

Chat with someone 

in your whānau or 

community about actions 

you could take to help 

others where you live. 

What steps could you take to create this change?

IN THE OBSERVOLOGIST 
AND SAMPLES FROM  
THE LAB THERE ARE 
SCIENTIFIC DRAWINGS 
OF REAL AND IMAGINED 
CREATURES. 

Be an observologist! Find a tiny 
critter where you live or invent 
one. Explain what it is and some 
key information about it — where 
it lives, what it eats, etc. 
Sketch and label it. 

THERE IS A 
BEACH THEME 

IN AT THE BACH, 
DOUBLEDIPPERS 

AND  
TE PĪKARI PIPI

Visit a beach or river 
bank and create an 
outdoor sculpture 
(big or small) with 
things you find. 
You might make a 
rock tower, or shell 
construction.
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? What does your Pipi dance look like? 

Illustration ©
 Lily Uivel 

Illustration ©
 Lily Uivel 



NON-FICTION
ELSIE LOCKE AWARD

MOPHEAD COMES 
UP WITH SOME 
GREAT ADVICE IN 
WOT KNOT YOU 
GOT: MOPHEAD’S 
GUIDE TO LIFE

NEW ZEALAND WARS, LOOKING CLOSER, A TUATARA’S LIFE, REWILDING INVENTIONS, AND UNTANGLING KNOTS
FLAGS ARE 
IMPORTANT IN 
OUR HISTORY, 
AS SHOWN IN 
PATU: THE NEW 
ZEALAND WARS. 

  Is there a flag that you can 
research the meaning of?

Or 
create your own flag and tell  
someone what it represents.

Q: Two of my friends are 
arguing and I don’t  
want to take sides.  
What should I do?

a: 

Write an advice column 
for a newsletter, 
or make a podcast!
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Can you come up with 
some good advice for 
a problem you or your 
friends experience? 



ILLUSTRATION
RUSSELL CLARK AWARD

A GLITTERY EXPLOSION, 
IMAGINATION AND IDENTITY, 
THE LONG SHADOW OF WAR, 
ABSURD EXPERIMENTS, AND 

BROKEN DREAMS
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IN DAZZLEHANDS, 
PIG LOVES COLOUR, 
COSTUMES AND 
MOST OF ALL HIS 
DAZZLEHANDS. 

THE DREAM FACTORY 
EXPLORES HOW 
VIBRANT  
DREAMS  
CAN BE. 

Capture your own 
dreams in an 
illustrated poem 
that brings them 
to life.

Be like Pig and put 
together your most 
colourful clothing 
and choreograph a 

dance. 



TE REO MĀORI
WRIGHT FAMILY FOUNDATION 
TE KURA POUNAMU AWARD

HOW RAINBOWS HAPPEN, 
 A WARM FAREWELL, 

GATHERING KAIMOANA,  
A DIFFICULT BOOK, AND  THE FIRST DAY AT SCHOOL

I TE PUKAPUKA 
HE TĀRŪ KAHIKA 
KA PUTA HE MEA 
ĀTAAHUA I TE 
TŪTAKITANGA O RĀ 
KI A UA. 
IN HE TĀRŪ KAHIKA 
SOMETHING BEAUTIFUL 
HAPPENS WHEN THE 
SUN MEETS THE RAIN.

Whakamātauhia te wai me te aho 
kia kitea ngā tae o te kahukura. 
Whakaatuhia he karaehe wai ki ngā 
hihi o te rā, torotia rānei he ngongo 
wai ki a ia. Rangahaua he mahi hanga 
kahukura anō.

Experiment with water and light 
to make a rainbow. 
Hold a jar of water to the sun or 
squirt a hose in the sunshine. Research 
other ways to make a rainbow.

HE MAHA NGĀ MEA 
I TE KURA KA KITEA 
I NGĀ WHĀRANGI 
O TE RĀ KURA KI 
AOTEAROA. 
THERE ARE LOTS OF 
THINGS TO FIND 
AT SCHOOL IN THE 
PAGES OF TE RĀ 
KURA KI AOTEAROA. 

Rapuhia kia kite ai koe i 
ēnei mea whakamīharo 
ki tō kura.

Go on a scavenger 
hunt at your school 
to see if you can find 
these things.

 Illustrations ©
 donovan bixley



IN ULTRAWILD 
THEY HAVE AN 
AUDACIOUS 
PLAN TO 
REWILD 
EARTH. 

Chat with someone 
in your whānau or 
community and come 
up with 3 ‘wild’ ideas 
to improve your part 
of the world.

AFTER THE FLOOD, 
INTENSITY OF CHILDHOOD, 
BEING YOUR TRUE SELF, 

BULLY BEHAVIOUR,  
AND WILD IDEAS

BEST FIRST BOOK  
NZSA AWARD

THE COLOUR 
PALETTE AND 
DRAWING 
STYLE IN PAKU 
MANU ARIKI 
WHAKATAKAPŌKAI 
REFLECTS THE 
PERSONALITY 
OF THE MAIN 
CHARACTER. 
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What style and colour 
palette would you 
use to illustrate your 
own personal story?



Proudly sponsored by

www.nzbookawards.nz/hell-reading-challenge/
www.facebook.com/HELLReadingChallenge/

Read 7 books and get a 
free 333 Kids Pizza

Kia ora Kids!
Hell Readingthe

Challenge is back  
for 2024!

Be kind!


